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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

By  William  Cheatham,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Ophthalmology,  Otology  and  Laryngology  in  the  Louisville  Medical 
College,  Louisville,  Ky. 

IN  this  short  paper  on  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  I  will  give  only 
the  treatment  that  has  given  me  the  most  satisfaction  :  On 
first  seeing  a  case  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  I  warn  all  the  at¬ 
tendants  of  the  danger  to  their  own  eyes  as  well  as  to  those  of  the 
patient.  Some  years  ago  I  saw  a  grandmother  lose  both  eyes  as  the 
result  of  inoculation  from  her  grandchild,  not  having  been  warned 
of  this  danger,  although  the  patient  made  a  perfect  recovery.  On 
first  seeing  the  case,  1  order  (i)  a  saturated  solution  of  boric  acid, 
for  frequent  cleansing;  (2)  glyceride  of  tannin,  3  i,  aqua  dest.  q.  s.,  §  i ; 
(3)  atropia  sulph.  gr.  ss.,  saturated  solution  acid  boric,  3  ss.,  and 
(4)  argent,  nitrate  gr.  ii,  gr.  iv,  or  gr.  vi,  to  aqua  dest.,  §  ss.  Four 
droppers  are  ordered,  and  the  nurse  is  directed  to  put  on  one  bottle 
a  red  or  some  colored  string,  with  a  corresponding  color  on  the 
dropper  used  in  that  medicine,  so  the  droppers  and  medicine  can¬ 
not  become  mixed.  Acid  boric  gr.  xv,  vaseline  3  i,  is  ordered  to  be 
used  on  the  lids  to  prevent  glueing  and  to  protect  the  skin  during 
the  frequent  bathing.  The  bottles  are  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5. 
No.  1  is  the  boric  acid,  No.  2  tannic  acid,  No.  3  atropia,  No.  4 
argent,  nitrate,  No.  5  salt  water.  The  following  directions  are  given, 
the  numbers  on  the  bottles  only  used  :  Bathe  eyes  well  with  No.  1 
(boric  acid  solution)  every  hour  ;  four  times  a  day,  after  No.  1  has 
been  used,  drop  into  each  eye  three  or  four  drops  of  No.  2  (glyceride 
of  tannin)  ;  this  cleanses  the  cul  de  sacs  well ;  the  lids  should  be 
manipulated  thoroughly,  and  the  secretions  will  come  out  in  coagu¬ 
lated  threads  ;  the  eyes  are  to  be  washed  out  with  No.  1  (boric  acid 
solution  again);  night  and  morning  No.  3  (atropia  solution)  is  to  be 
dropped  in  ;  I  do  not  wait  for  involvement  of  cornea  and  iris.  Four 
times  a  day  No.  4  (argent,  nitrate  solution)  is  used  after  No.  2 
(glyceride  of  tannin)  is  used,  and  the  lids  manipulated  well,  so  as  to 
reach  the  cul  de  sacs ;  immediately  afterwards,  the  eyes  are  flushed 
well  with  sodium  chloride  3  i,  aqua  Oi.  Then  the  lids  are  well  cov¬ 
ered  with  the  ointment. 

The  glyceride  of  tannin  serves  a  double  purpose;  by  coagulat¬ 
ing  the  secretion  it  acts  as  a  cleanser,  and  then  its  action  on  the 
inflamed  mucous  membrane  is  favorable.  Hydrogen  dioxide  is 
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sometimes  used  for  the  same  purpose;  I  think  its  use  dangerous,  as 
it  seems  to  have  an  unfavorable  action  upon  the  corneal  epithelium, 
softening  it  and  producing  abrasions,  which  are  followed  by 
sloughs,  loss  of  vision,  etc. 

I  direct  that  nothing  be  used  about  the  eye  for  cleansing,  such 
as  sponges,  but  instead  old  linen  and  clean  surgical  cotton,  or  such 
material  as  can  be  burned.  When  there  is  much  edema  of  the  lids, 
hot  or  cold  applications  are  of  much  service.  Recently  I  have  had 
most  excellent  results  from  the  use  of  Formol  i  to  4,000  or  1  to 
5,000  sol.  In  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  Formol  gives  most  wonderful 
results. 

When  these  directions  are  followed  from  the  first  day  of  the 
disease,  I  believe  no  eyes  will  be  lost. 


Published  on  the  1st  and  15th  of  the  Month,  $2  or  8  Shillings  a  Year. 

PEDIATRICS 


An  Illustrated  Semi-Monthly  Devoted  to  the 

Diseases  of  Children. 


owner  : 

DILLON  BROWN,  M.  D. 

NEW  YORK. 


EDITOR  ! 

GEO.  A.  CARPENTER,  M.  D. 


LONDON. 


EDITORIAL  STAFF: 


Medicine. 

A.  Jacobi,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Clinical  Professor  of 
Diseases  of  Children  in  Columbia  College. 

Frederick  Forchheimer,  M.U.,  Cincinnati,  Ex-Presi- 
dent  of  the  American  Pediatric  Society ,  and  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  the  Medical  Col¬ 
lege  of  Ohio. 

Surgery. 

henry  R.  Wharton,  M.  D  ,  Philadelphia,  Surgeon 
to  the  Children' s  and  the  .Presbyterian  Hospitals. 

Frederic  S.  Eve,  F  R.  C.  S.,  Eng.,  London,  Surgeon 
to  the  London  Hospital  and  to  the  Evelina  Hospital 
for  Children. 

Lambert  H.  Ormsby,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  S.  L,  Dublin, 

Surgeon  Meath  Hospital  and  National  Children's 
Hospital. 

Orthopedics. 

Henry  Ling  Taylor,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Assistant  to 
the  Hospital  for  Ruptured  and  Crippled. 

Frederic  R.  Fisher,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  Eng.,  London,  Senior 
Surgeon  to  the  National  Orthopedic  Hospital ,  and 
late  Surgeon  to  the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Children. 

Therapeutics. 

Reynold  Webb  Wilcox,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Professor 
of  Therapeutics  in  the  Post-Graduate  Medical 
School ,  and  Physician  to  St.  Mark's  Hospital. 

John  Thomson,  M.  D.,  Edinburgh,  Extra  Physician 
Royal  Hospital  for  Sick  Children ,  and  Lecturer  on 
Diseases  of  Children ,  Edinburgh  School  of  Medicine. 

Dawson  Williams,  M.  I).,  London,  Physician  to  the 
East  London  Hospital  for  Children. 

Teratology. 

Egbert  H.  Qrandin,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Ex-President 
of  the  County  Medical  Society:  Consulting  Obstetric 
Surgeon  to  the  Maternity  Hospital ,  and  Gynecolo¬ 
gist  to  the  French  Hospital. 

J.  W.  Ballantyne,  M.  D.,  Edinburgh,  Lecturer  on 
the  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.  Minto 
House;  and  Physician  for  Diseases  of  Children , 
Cowgate  Dispensary. 

Gastro-Enteric  Diseases. 

Morris  Manges,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Physician  to 
Mount  Sinai  Hospital ,  and  Editor  of  “ Ewald's 
Diseases  ef  the  Stomach." 

J.  Boas,  M.  D  ,  Berlin,  Editor  of  the  “ Archiv  fur 
Verdauungs-krankheiten." 

Genito-Urinary  Diseases. 

Frederic  Russell  Sturgis,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Visit¬ 
ing  Surgeon  to  the  City  Hospital. 

Fancourt  Barnes,  H.  D.,  London,  Consulting  Phy¬ 
sician  to  the  British  Lying-In  Hospital,  St.  George's 
Hospital,  Seamen's  Hospital  and  East  London  Hos¬ 
pital  for  Children. 

SEND  FOR  A 

1433  Broadway,  New  York.  85  Great  Titchfield 


Neurology. 

Joseph  Collins,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Physician  to  the 
Hospital  for  Nervous  Diseases. 

James  Taylor,  M.  D.,  London,  Senior  Assistant  Phy¬ 
sician  to  the  National  Hospital  for  the  Paralyzed. 

Materia  Medica. 

Henry  H.  Rusby,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Professor  of 
Materia  Medica  and  Botany  in  the  College  of  Phar¬ 
macy. 

Laryngology  and  Otology. 

W m .  C.  Glasgow,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Professor  of 
Laryngology  in  the  Missouri  Medical  College. 
Arthur  H.  Cheatle,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  London,  Assistant 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Ear  Hospital  and  J  ural 
Department  of  King's  College  Hospital. 

Max  Thorner,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati,  Professor  of  Lar¬ 
yngology  and  Otology,  Cincinnati  Coliege  of  Medi¬ 
cine  and  Surgery;  and  Aurist  and  Laryngologist  to 
the  Cincinnati  Hospital. 

Peter  McBride,  M.  D.,  Edinburgh,  Aural  Surgeon 
and  Laryngologist,  Royal  Infirmary;  and  Lecturer 
on  the  Diseases  of  the  Ear  and  Throat,  Edinburgh 
School  of  Medicine. 

Dermatology. 

James  Nevins  Hyde,  M.D., Chicago,  Professor  of  Skin 
and  Venereal  Diseases  in  Rush  Medical  College. 

Leslie  Phillips,  M.  D.,  Birmingham,  England,  Sur¬ 
geon  Birmingham  and  Midland  Skin  and  Lock 
Hospital. 

Ophthalmology. 

Myles  Standish,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
to  Carney  Hospital  and  to  Massachusetts  Charity 
Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary. 

William  Arthur  Brailey,  M.  D.,  London,  Ophthal¬ 
mic  Surgeon  to  Evelina  Hospital  for  Children,  and 
Guy's  Hospital. 

Pathology  and  Bacteriology. 

Henry  Ashby,  M.  1).,  Manchester,  England.  Physi¬ 
cian  Manchester  General  Hospital  for  Children: 
and  Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  Children,  Owen's 
College. 

Alfred  Lingard,  M.  D.,  Poona,  India,  Professor  of 
Bacteriology,  Science  College. 

Physiology. 

C.  S.  Sherrington,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  Liverpool,  Eng¬ 
land,  Holt  Professor  of  Physiology ,  University 
College. 

Psychology. 

T.  Telford-Smith,  M.  D.,  Lancaster,  England,  Resi¬ 
dent  Medical  Superintendent,  Royal  A  Ibert  Asylum. 

Tropical  Diseases. 

Surgeon-Major  H.  P.  Birch,  Quetta,  India. 

SAMPLE  COPY. 

it.,  W.  London.  Clarence  St.,  Sydney,  Australia. 


$  if:-  -  - — So  DEVOTED  TO  THE  &-£- - 

I  ^DISEASES  9F  CHILDREN 


VOL.  I  N91  JANUARY  ISJ 1636  $2  or  6s  A  YEAR 


PUBLISHED  SEMI-MONTHLY 
WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS 

VAN  PUBLISHING  C<?  1332  BROADWAY  C9R  30th  ST.  NEW  YORK 
JOHN  BALE  C?  SONS  65*89  GREAT  TITCHFIELD  ST  W  LONDON 


